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Canadian militia, could do no more than delay the
inevitable reckoning. After each victory it was neces-
sary to retreat, and the outposts, often no more than
miserable huts, fell one after another. On the Plains
of Abraham, on the I3th of September, 1759, fifteen
minutes were all that were needed by the soldiers of
Wolfe, himself mortally wounded at the first clash, to
drive in disorder into a half destroyed Quebec the
French troops who bore with them the body of the
dying Montcalm. Three days later the city surren-
dered; and when the news of the surrender became
known at Ferney the Sieur Arouet, far from bemoaning
the fate of Frenchmen, abandoned in Canada among
the snow, the savages, the bears and the beavers, gave
a brilliant fete to celebrate the fall of Quebec.

What did it matter! The game was not yet lost,
perhaps, even after the capitulation of Montreal the
following year, which surrendered all of the forts in the
West, a capitulation which Levis' last victory at Ste.
Foy could not prevent. The Chambers of Commerce of
the kingdom, unlike the philosophers, opposed the
surrender of Canada and if France was unable, in the
face of mounting defeats from every direction, to re-
capture the colony by force of arms, it intended at
least, without awaiting the end of the war, to establish
responsibility and to punish the guilty. Then, too,
Great Britain might prefer the island of Guadeloupe to
Canada. It could be hoped, then, as the Sulpicians of
Paris did hope, that Canada might once more become
French. But Britain's hesitation lasted only a short
time and hope died a-borning. France, as someone has
said, kept what was most popular; the Antilles and the
trading posts in India which assured for France a